INSIDE
THIS ISSUE:

Welcome and

Recent Events

Senate

Committees

Parliamentary

Associations

A Look at My
Weekly Schedule

February I5th is
National Flag Day

The Liberal
Senate Forum
Website

Contact Us!

Day Repor

THE SENATE OF

Welcome to another
edition of the Day Report! |
hope you all had a wonderful
holiday season, and | wish each
of you a healthy and prosperous
2009.

| had expected that
the Senate would be back in
session in September, but be-
cause of the recent events, we
will not be sitting again until the
end of January. This has been an
historical time in Canadian Par-
liament, one that began three
months ago with the
federal election that took
place in October, 2008
(one year prior to the
fixed election date law!).

As a result of
the October 14" elec-
tion, a conservative mi- _
nority government was j§
formed led by Prime
Minister Stephen Harper.
At first, it seemed there
was a renewed sense of
cooperation between the
parties in the House of
Commons to work together
against a major economic crisis;
however, Prime Minister
Harper’s Economic and Fiscal
Update of November 27% was
universally rejected as being
dishonest and partisan. It was
not supported by the Liberal
party which felt it was clearly
not in the best interest of Cana-
dians.

The update weakened
the principle of pay equity for
women, suspended the right to
strike by public servants, and
contained no fiscal stimulus.
The Liberal party decided to
explore the option of a democ-
ratic alternative government in
the interest of the future eco-
nomic security of Canada.

The Prime Minister of
Canada must have the confi-
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Happy New Year 2009!

dence of a majority of the Mem-
bers of Parliament. This is an
important difference between
our government and that of the
United States. In America, vot-
ers elect a President, while in
Canada, voters elect a Member
of Parliament from their riding
to represent them in the House
of Commons; we do not vote
for a Prime Minister. The Prime
Minister is the leader of the
party that has been called on by
the Governor General to gov-

“

ern Canada. If the elected
Members of Parliament no
longer have confidence in the
Prime Minister, it is possible for
him or her to be replaced pro-
vided there is another leader
who does have the confidence
of Parliament.

After the November
27" Economic and Fiscal Up-
date, many Members of Parlia-
ment lost confidence in Stephen
Harper’s government. On De-
cember |*, an agreement was
signed by the opposition leaders
calling for a Liberal-led coalition
with the NDP, with support on
confidence votes from the Bloc
Québécois. They agreed that
the Prime Minister and the Fi-
nance Minister of the new gov-
ernment would come from the
Liberal caucus. The purpose of

ith Michael lnatieff
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publically presenting this alterna-
tive was to give another option
to the Governor General other
than calling an election.

The coalition vowed to
vote against the update of De-
cember 8% a vote of no-
confidence in Prime Minister
Harper’s government. In re-
sponse, Prime Minister Harper
asked the Governor General to
prorogue Parliament, suspending
the session without dissolving it,
after less than two weeks of
sitting in the new Parlia-
ment.

On December
4", the Governor Gen-
eral agreed to the Prime
Minister’s request and
prorogued  Parliament.
8 Soon after, Liberal leader
Stéphane Dion decided
to step down immedi-
ately from his post as
Leader of the Opposi-
tion. He had earlier an-
nounced his departure,
but agreed to stay on
until a new leader was chosen.

Parliament will recon-
vene at the end of January, with
Michael Ignatieff as Leader of the
Opposition, and Harper’s gov-
ernment presenting their budget
on January 27%. Michael Ignatieff
and the Liberal party will work
with Stephen Harper’s govern-
ment to ensure the budget is in
the best interest of the eco-
nomic future of Canada. How-
ever, if an agreement cannot be
reached, the Liberal party will
vote against the government’s
budget. If the government loses
the budget vote, that is a matter
of confidence. The Governor
General will then decide
whether to call a general elec-
tion or, alternatively, to call
upon another party (or parties)
to form the government.
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What are Standing Committees? I Standing Commiittees in the Senate

The Senate is often called the “House of | Aboriginal Peoples
Sober Second Thought”, referring to the work of | Aging (Special)
the Standing Committees that review bills passed Agriculture and Forestry
“The Senate, also by the House of Commons. Often, legislation has Anti-terrorism (Special)
been hastily written and/or has not received thor- | Banking, Trade and Commerce
ough study in the House of Commons. Itis the | Conflict of Interest for Senators
Chamber, is not responsibility of the Senate Standing Committees I Energy, the Environment and Natural Resources
to review and make appropriate amendments to Fisheries and Oceans
bills before they become law. There are 17 Senate | Foreign Affairs and International Trade
where Senators Standing Committees. After each general election, | Human Rights
the Standing Committees are reformed. As parlia- Internal Economy, Budgets and Administration
ment was prorogued after just two weeks, the I Legal and Constitutional Affairs
legislations but is process of reforming the Standing Committees I National Finance
has not yet occurred. National Security and Defence
also the venue for | have previously been involved in the Standing Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs
Committee on National Finance as the Chairper- ! Official Languages
son, as well as a member of the Standing Commit-| Rules, Procedures and Rights of parliament
ceremonies that tee on National Security and Defence, and the Selection Committee
special committee on Anti-terrorism. | also served ~ Social Affairs, Science and Technology
as the Deputy Chair of the Subcommittee on Vet- | Subcommittee on Cities
Opening of eran’s Affairs. | Subcommittee on Population Health
\ Transport and Communications
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What are Parliamentary Associations

Speech from the - -
and Friendship Groups?

Throne and the

Parliamentary Associations and Friend-
ship Groups work to promote Canada’s interests
new Governor- abroad, and are composed of both Members of
the House of Commons and Senators. There are
12 Parliamentary Associations and 69 Friendship
Groups. | am the co-chairperson of the Canada-
China Legislative Association (CCLA) which aims
to promote better understanding and closer ties
“The first between Canada and China by encouraging discus-
sion and exchange of information between both
organizational countries, as well as in promoting our common
interests in Asia. In June of 2007, as co-chair of
the CCLA, | had the pleasure of introducing a
O LLLLERY LIS parliamentary delegation from China to the beau-
tiful province of New Brunswick and the city of
Saint John. This type of meeting provides abundant
National Security opportunities for our two nations to discuss top-
ics ranging from the environment, to trade, to
multiculturalism, to human rights.

Installation of a

General.”

meeting on the

Committee of

and Defence was
Election, Appointment and Removal Affairs Com-

held exactly 4 | 'am also a member of the Canadian pittee of Jiangxi Provincial People’s Congress at a

NATO Parliamentary Association, which aims to - p.oo for Chinese Delegates to Canada, No-
increase knowledge of the concerns of the NATO .0 2008.

the 9/11 attacks” Parliamentary Assembly. The NATO Parliamen-
tary Assembly provides a forum for parliamentari-
ans from the NATO member countries to study
and discuss matters of common concern. Within
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, | am the
chairperson of the Liberal Democratic Group, and
chairperson of the Subcommittee on Transatlantic
Security and Defence Co-operation.

months before

Additionally, | am the chairperson of the Can-
ada-Mongolia Friendship Group, and a member of sev-
eral other Parliamentary Associations and Friendship
Groups including the Canada-France Inter-
Parliamentary Association, the Canada-Japan Inter-
Parliamentary Group, the Canadian Branch of the
Assemblée parlementaire de la Francophonie, and the
Canadian Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association, to name just a few.
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A Week in the Life of Senator Day
P/ saturday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday |  Thursday | Friday §

6pm RCMP Veterans | 10am St. Joseph’s 9am Auditor General’s| 7am Breakfast with 8am Breakfast on 6pm Senate Page
Meeting, Security Hospital Announce- report tabled Canadian Egg Marketing | understand the “plastic | Alumni Reception
Issues Speech ment Agency brain”
9:30am-1 lam
I lam Coffee Meeting | National Finance Com- | 9am-10am Atlantic 10am Fundraising
with Military Represen- | mittee Meeting Caucus Meeting Meeting with the Lib-
tative eral Party
I lam Meeting with 10am-1 lam National
2pm Anti Terrorism Auditor General re- Caucus Meeting 1:30pm-4:30pm
Committee garding report Senate Sitting
12pm-1:30pm
Sunday 4pm-7pm National 11:30am- 2pm Veteran’s Affairs Com- | 5pm Reception with

10am Battle of the Security & Defence Senate Caucus Meeting | mittee Meeting Partnership Group for
Atlantic Commemora- | Committee Meeting Science & Engineering
tion 2pm-5pm 1:30pm-4pm
7pm Reception with Senate Sitting Senate Sitting
the Building Trades of
Canada 6pm Dinner with Chi- | 6:30pm-8:30pm
nese Ambassador National Finance Com-

mittee Meeting

As you can see, Senators are not only busy representing the interests of Canadians on an
international, national, regional, and provincial level through various caucus meetings, committee
FACT: meetings, and association activities, but we are busy with a wide variety of social and political engage-
Crarach hes ments as well. We are often asked to speak at schools, rotary clubs, special interest groups, and other
public events. Although Parliament has been prorogued and Senate committees and caucuses do not

been a military
sit, we are still actively participating in these and other social and political activities.

presence in
Afghanistan
since 2001.
2500 members
of the Canadian
Forces are serv- b
ing as part of : . B : = U R Senator Day with Rasa
Joint Task ' { R ESN i Jukneviciene, the Minister
Force Afghani- e ‘ J / ' of National Defence of
stan, and they ] Y “Z . Lithuania, on a recent trip
play a key role " to Afghanistan with the

in the NATO- J ) NATO Parliamentary As-
led International Wi ; sembly.
Security Assis-

National Flag Day
Did you know...

eFebruary |5 was declared National Flag Day in 1996. It marks the day in 1965 that the red and white maple
leaf flag was first raised on Parliament Hill, across Canada, and at Canadian embassies around the world
eThe Honourable John Matheson, Chair of the House of Commons Flag Committee chose the single maple leaf
flag design submitted by Dr. George Stanley based on the flag of the Royal Military

College of Canada.
eRed and white were chosen as Canada’s official colours by His Majesty King George V

in 1921

e|n 1996 the maple tree was proclaimed as the National Arboreal Emblem of Canada.



The recently launched Liberal Senate Forum is an outstanding website which effectively
showcases the key role that Liberal Senators play in our political and legislative process, while also
enabling Canadian citizens to share their thoughts and ideas with us.

Explore the site to find out about the important issues being debated and studied, and to
learn more about the role of Senators and the Senate. You will find articles recently published by
Senators in newspapers, blog posts by Senators on important issues, and a number of positions of the
Liberal Senate on a variety of issues that are important to Canadians.

We also invite you to use the two-way communication features to tell us what you think.
Day, January’s Log on :imd sh.atje. your views Yvith us in the.lt.:leas. Forum. Topics may be directly related to the.Sen-
‘Senator of the ate and its activities, or other important political issues. VWe want to encourage an exchange of ideas
Month”! and opinions between Liberal Senators and Canadian citizens everywhere.

Check out Sena-
tor McCoy’s web-
site:
savvysenate.ca

to read an inter-
view with Senator

Log on at www.liberalsenateforum.ca to see for yourself!

Contact Senator Day

Senator Day wants Feel free to call or e-mail us anytime!

your feedback!
Room 801
140 Wellington St.
Please take a few Ottawa. ON
. KIA 0A4
minutes to comment **Postage is free if mailed in Canada**

on The Day Report, the

Phone: (613) 992-0833

Senate, or any other Toll Free: 1-800-267-7362

Fax: (613) 992-1175

E-mail: dayja@sen.parl.gc.ca
Website: http://sen.parl.gc.cal/jday/

matter of concern.

Feedback Form

|:| Please add me to your electronic

distribution list. Comments (General comments, on the Senate, on the Day Report, etc.)

Email

|:| Please remove me from your
distribution list.

Name and address:

I:' Please change my mailing address
to the above.

Thank you!
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